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Detailed Action 

Response to Amendment 

- 1. The Examiner accepts the amendment to the abstract, specification and 
claims as required in the previous office action. 

Allowance 

2. Claims 1-40 are allowed. The following is an examiner's statement of 
reasons for allowance: 

In reference to claims 1, 23 and 37: Hanson (U.S. Patent 6,378,013) 
teaches a system for assessing performance of a device, such as a hard drive 
(see Hanson , Fig. 3 and column 2, lines 21-44). The method includes acts of 
establishing a virtual drive. The processor is configured to transfer data 
between the virtual drive to the hard drive subsystem, and measuring the 
transfer rate of the subsystem. Another embodiment of the system includes a 
program storage device storing instruction when executed by the computer 
perform a method of measuring the performance of the hard drive in a computer. 

However, Hanson does not teach that the system specifies one or more 
different required data transfer rate. The claimed invention further includes a 
method that measures the actual data transfer rate for each access pattern and 
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determines performance of the storage device in relation to at least one required 
data transfer rate as a function of the required data transfer rate and the actual 
data transfer time of data for a given access pattern. 

The remaining claims are dependent upon claims 1, 23 and 37 and contain 
further limitations. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Elias Desta whose telephone number is 
(57D-272-2214. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thu (8:30- 
7:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Marc S. Hoff can be reached on (57D-272-2216. The 
fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are (57D-273-8300 for regular communications and for After Final 
communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(57D-272-1750. 

Elias Desta 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2857 

-ed 

February 16, 2005 



MARC S. HOffjf 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



